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[bookmark: _GoBack]These sample guidelines are based on those in THE brief THOMSON HANDBOOK, ed. D. Blakesley and J. L. Hoogeveen. US: Thomson Wadsworth, 2008, p. 37.  They are aimed at pairs of students who are exchanging drafts before meeting individually with the instructor.  ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Before you begin:
· Make sure you understand what the writer is trying to achieve.
· Read the whole draft before you start giving the writer suggestions.
· Make constructive comments.
· Read as a reader, not an editor. It’s fine to point out specific grammatical or mechanical problems that you find in the draft, but your job is to respond to the whole draft, not to make corrections. 


Sample Questions to Guide Your Review
1. What is the main point or thesis? Is it clearly articulated in the draft?  If the thesis is implied rather than stated, does the writer use a different organizing device to get you into and through the essay? 

2. Does the introduction give readers a reason for wanting to read the essay? Why or why not? If not, is there other interesting material in the essay that would make a better beginning?

3. Is the main point supported by the parts of the draft? Do sections, paragraphs, or other units (graphics?) support the main point? (Mark any that seem to veer off track.) Does the support seem compelling?

4. For each part of the draft, are the general statements backed up by specific details (evidence, reasoning)? 

5. Are any of the sentences too long or hard to follow? As the writer revises this draft, does he/she need to focus on any specific strategies for clarifying sentences (e.g. eliminating wordiness, using more strong verbs, correcting punctuation errors, modifying tone)?

6. What is the best thing about this draft?

7. What is the biggest stumbling draft? 

8. What encouraging words can you give to the writer?
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